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Colonel Mark C. Dillon is commander, 97th Operations Group, Altus Air Force Base, Okla.  As commander, he is responsible to the wing commander for administrative and training support to as many as 3,300 C-5, KC-135 and C-17 students at Air Education and Training Command’s Air Mobility Training Center.  


Colonel Dillon entered the Air Force in 1984 after graduating from Arizona State University and was commissioned at Officer Training School, Lackland Air Force Base, Texas.  He is a command pilot with more than 3,100 flying hours.  

EDUCATION:

1978
Bachelor of Science Degree in Aerospace Engineering, Arizona 


State University, Ariz.

1986
Squadron Officer School (correspondence)

1990
Squadron Officer School (residence), Maxwell Air Force Base, Ala.

1994
Master’s Degree in Aeronautical Science Technology, Embry-Riddle Aeronautical 


University

1996
Air Command and Staff College (correspondence)

1998
Air Command and Staff College (residence), Maxwell Air Force Base, Ala.

2001
Air War College (correspondence)

2004
Air War College (residence), awarded Master’s Degree in Strategic Studies, Maxwell


Air Force Base, Ala.

ASSIGNMENTS:

1.
1984 - 1988, space shuttle fluid systems engineer; Titan systems engineer, 659th


Aerospace Test Group, Vandenberg Air Force Base, Calif.

2.
1988 - 1989, student, undergraduate pilot training, Columbus Air Force Base, Miss.

3.
1989 - 1994, KC-10 aircraft commander; instructor/flight commander; and chief,


Squadron Standardization and Evaluation, Seymour Johnson Air Force Base, N.C.

4.
1994 - 1997, C-5 instructor pilot; operations group executive officer; flight examiner


aircraft commander; assistant operations officer; current operations flight commander;


additional duty:  Air Force One Presidential Advance Agent, Dover Air Force Base, Del.

5.
1997 - 1998, student, Air Command and Staff College, Maxwell Air Force Base, Ala.

6.
1998 - 2000, chief, Intertheater Airlift Branch; C-141/C-5 program element monitor;


and deputy chief, Staff Air and Space Operations, Headquarters Air Force, Pentagon

7.
2000 - 2001, operations officer, 22nd Airlift Squadron, Travis Air Force Base, Calif.

8.
2001 - 2003, commander, 22nd Airlift Squadron, and later from February to June 


2003, deputy commander, 60th Operations Group, Travis Air Force Base, Calif.

9.
2003 - 2004, student Air War College (residence), Maxwell Air Force Base, Calif.

10.
2004 - present, commander, 97th Operations Group, Altus Air Force Base, Okla.

FLIGHT INFORMATION:
Rating:  Command Pilot

Flight Hours:  More than 3,100 

Aircraft Flown:  C-5, KC-10 and T-38

MAJOR AWARDS AND DECORATIONS:  

Meritorious Service Medal with three oak leaf clusters

Aerial Achievement Medal with one oak leaf cluster

Air Force Commendation Medal

Air Force Outstanding Unit Award with valor device

Combat Readiness Medal with two oak leaf clusters

National Defense Service Medal

Armed Forces Expeditionary Medal

Southwest Asia Service Medal with three devices

Armed Forces Services Medal

Distinguished Graduate of undergraduate pilot training, Air Command and Staff College

EFFECTIVE DATES OF PROMOTION:  

Second Lieutenant
March 1, 1984 

First Lieutenant
March 1, 1986

Captain

March 1, 1988

Major


March 1, 1996

Lieutenant Colonel
April 1, 2000

Colonel

August 1, 2004

(Current as of August 2004)
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