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COLONEL LINDA R. MEDLER
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Colonel Linda R. Medler is the commander of the 97th Mission Support Group, Altus Air Force Base, Okla.  As the group commander, she is responsible to the wing commander for more than 2,484 active duty members, 2,880 family members, 2,457 civilians and more than 1,229 retirees in the area.

The mission support group consists of seven squadrons:  97th Civil Engineer Squadron, 97th Contracting Squadron, 97th Mission Support Squadron, 97th Communications Squadron, 97th Logistics Readiness Squadron, 97th Security Forces Squadron, and 97th Services Squadron.  Services provided include communications, contracting, transportation, supply acquisition, engineering, recreation, security, law enforcement, family support, professional military education and off-duty education, mili-tary and civilian personnel support, disaster response, information management, man-power and organization, environmental management and equal employment opportunity.

Colonel Medler was commissioned in 1987 through Air Force Officer Training School, graduating first in her class.
EDUCATION:

1986
Bachelor of Business Administration in Management and Computer Information


Systems, Magna Cum Laude, University of Arkansas, Little Rock, Ark.

1987
Basic Communications Officer Training, Keesler Air Force Base, Miss.

1992
Squadron Officer School, correspondence

1993
Master of Business Administration in Management Information Systems, Dean’s List 


of Distinction, Air Force Institute of Technology, University of Arizona, Tucson, Ariz.

1993
Air Ground Operations School, Battle Staff Course, Hurlburt Field, Fla.

1994
Squadron Officer School, Distinguished Graduate, residence, Maxwell Air Force Base, 


Ala.

1995
Advanced Communications Officer Training, Distinguished Graduate, Keesler Air 


Force Base, Miss.

1997
Air Command and Staff College, correspondence

1999 College of Naval Command and Staff, Distinguished Graduate and "Number One" Air 


Force Student, Newport, R.I.

1999
Master of Arts in National Security and Strategic Studies, with highest distinction, Naval War College, Newport, R.I.

2000 Air War College, correspondence

2002 Secretary of Defense Corporate Fellow, Oracle Corporation, Reston, Va.

ASSIGNMENTS:

1.
December 1974 – February 1975, recruit, Marine Corps Recruit Training, Marine Corps 


Recruit Depot, Parris Island, S.C.

2.
February 1975 – August 1976, administrative specialist; Assistant Chief of Staff, 


Comptroller, Fleet Marine Force Atlantic, Norfolk, Va.

3.
February 1985 – February 1986, administrative specialist, Marine Corps Reserve, Little 


Rock, Ark.

4.
March 1987 – June 1987, officer trainee, Officer Training School, First Honor Graduate 


and Distinguished Graduate, Lackland Air Force Base, Texas

5.
June 1987 – October 1987, student and class leader, Basic Communications Officer 


Training, Keesler Air Force Base, Miss.

6.
October 1987 – July 1989, information systems management officer; later, executive 


officer, 1912th Computer Systems Group, Langley Air Force Base, Va.

7.
July 1989 – July 1991, fighter systems program manager; later, mission software policy


manager, Directorate of Plans, Deputy Chief of Staff, Communications-Computer 


Systems, Headquarters, Tactical Air Command, Langley Air Force Base, Va.

8.
July 1991 – May 1993, student, Air Force Institute of Technology, Civilian Institution 


Program, University of Arizona, Tucson, Ariz.

9.
May 1993 – August 1996, chief, Theater Air Control System Communications, 612th Air 


Operations Group; later, chief, Air Operations Center Computer Systems Branch, 612th 


Air Communications Squadron, Headquarters, 12th Air Force, Davis-Monthan Air Force 


Base, Ariz.

10.
September, 1996 – August 1998, presidential communications officer and chief, 


Program Planning Division, White House Communications Agency, Washington, D.C.

11.
August 1998 – June 1999, student, College of Naval Command and Staff, Newport, R.I.

12.
July 1999 – June 2001, commander, 436th Communications Squadron, Dover Air 


Force Base, Del.

13.
July 2001 – July 2002, secretary of defense corporate fellow, Oracle Corporation,

Reston, Va.

14.
July 2002 – June 2004, assistant military secretary, Military Communications 


Electronics Board; later, chief, International Branch, Directorate for Command, Control, 


Communications and Computer Systems, J6, Joint Staff, Pentagon, Washington, D.C.

MAJOR AWARDS AND DECORATIONS:
Presidential Support Badge

Joint Chiefs of Staff Identification Badge

Defense Meritorious Service Medal with oak leaf cluster

Meritorious Service Medal with oak leaf cluster

Air Force Commendation Medal

Joint Service Achievement Medal

Air Force Achievement Medal

Air Force Recognition Ribbon

National Defense Service Medal with Bronze Star

Air Force Leo Marquez Communications-Electronics Field Grade Manager of the Year, 2000

Air Combat Command, C4 Professional of the Year, 1995 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF PROMOTION:
Second Lieutenant
June 5, 1987

First Lieutenant
June 5, 1989

Captain

June 5, 1991

Major


September 1, 1997

Lieutenant Colonel
May 1, 2000

Colonel

August 1, 2004

(Current as of August 2004)
