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caused her to graduate a year late. Today, she believes Bernstine should have aided her by enforcing the school's sexual assault policy instead of concern-
ing himself with how the case fared in court. The woman believes because the university investigator who first looked into the case found the incident vio-
lated the school's sexual assault policy, that finding alone should have been enough to bring action by the school.

She later sued Portland State University in a federal civil rights case filed in 2007 charging gender discrimination. She lost the case when a judge ruled
that the university was not deliberately indifferent toward her because the university provided a student conduct hearing and investigated her allegations.

A Portland State University spokesman said the university works hard to assist sexual assault victims by providing prevention education, counseling
services, a sexual assault response nurse and a coordinated approach to prosecuting cases with the district attorney and police bureau. A university-funded
advocate is also on campus to assist students who choose to prosecute cases both on and off campus.

Attorney Chip Lazenby, also speaking for the university, emphasized that the plaintiff exhausted all possible processes available. He said gender was
not a factor in the outcome of the case and that evidence simply did not weigh in her favor.
Paladino of Sexual Assault Support Services said she finds it noteworthy that the woman who brought the case is the only prominent example of a college
student who challenged her university’s response to an alleged same-gender assault.
“It’s interesting that it happens to be a heterosexual woman who thought she could push the process forward,” she said.
In Oregon, where laws lessen penalties for sex crimes that don’t include male penetration, there is a fear that gender identity will become a focus of the
investigation or perceived as the cause of the assault. Victims who have not disclosed their sexual identity to friends, family or their faith community, risk

being exposed to violence or to losing employment, housing and relationships by reporting.
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Sexual violence on campus: not just a crime against women
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Sexual assault crosses all barriers, gender included, and same-gender assaults are not uncommon on college campuses or elsewhere, says Rebecca Norman,
development director of the Bradley Angle House shelter in Portland.
“Sexual assault in general, on a theoretical level, is not about sex or sexual attraction at all. It’s ultimately about power and control and violence,” she said. “If
you’re looking at it like that, it doesn’t matter” what the gender of the victim and perpetrator or what sexual identity those people have. Indeed, a recent study
of sexual violence in the lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender and queer (LGBTQ) community in Eugene, Oregon, found that sexual minorities reported assault
in numbers that at least matched those in the heterosexual community. Ten percent of gay and bisexual men re-
ported being raped. Between 15.5 and 16.9 percent of lesbian and bisexual women reported being sexually as-
saulted as adults.
Maria Paladino is director of Sexual Assault Support Services (SASS) in Eugene, which conducted the study in
partnership with the University of Oregon. She said university students were included in the study and do come to
SASS for services. Their issues are little known in part because fewer victims who are sexual minorities report

than heterosexual victims. In a campus setting, there are additional barriers to reporting for victims who are sexual

minorities.

24 Jan @ 1:00—2:30 pm
Male Bystander Intervention Training
Chapel Annex, Bldg 116, Rm 109

28 January @ 8:00 am - 12:00 pm
Men’s Self Defense Class @
Fitness Center

11 January @ 1:00 - 2:30 pm
Leaders Bystander Intervention Training @
Chapel Annex, Bldg 116, Rm 109

Register for all classes on the CoP!!!
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